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Unproduced Script Jury
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For the first time, an Animation Movie Screened at the Opening

718 films Shown at the ninth Saudi Film Festival

The ninth edition of the Saudi Film Festival kicks off this evening and continues through May 11th, 2023. The Cinema Association organizes

the festival in partnership with King Abdulaziz Center for World Culture (Ithra) and with the support of the Film Commission at the Ministry

of Culture. The inauguration ceremony will be presented by actors Baraa Alem and Fay Fouad at the Ithra Theater in the presence of several

filmmakers and a group of Saudi, Gulf, and international movie stars.

For the first time in the festival’s history, the opening ceremony will screen a film of the “stop motion animation” genre, a movie titled Saleeg

by Saudi director Afnan Bauyan.

This year, the festival honors two iconic filmmaking pioneers in the kihngdom and the Arabian Gulf: Saudi cinematographer Saleh Al-Fawzan

and Bahraini scriptwriter and film critic Amin Saleh.

In this festival edition, the audience looks forward
to viewing 78 films in 48 sessions, including four
sittings for children. The festival will also allow
viewers, for the first time, to watch 8 movies
through virtual reality devices designed to create
a unique cinematic experience.

Ithra Center receives the festival’s guests during
the opening ceremony today on the red carpet,
leading to the main theater, where the festival
opens with words from the President of the Saudi
Film Society, Hana Al-Omair, and the President of
King Abdulaziz Center for World Culture (Ithraa)
Abdullah Al-Rashed, announcing the launch of
the festival. The festival program extends over
eight days, with a range of cultural seminars
and training workshops accompanied by book-
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signing engagements with the authors of books
published by the festival.
ceremony will conclude with the announcement

The festival closing

of the names of the winners of the ninth edition’s
awards.

In each edition, the festival sheds light on a
different cinematic genre. In its current edition,
the festival chooses a vital genre, comedy cinema,
as it stimulates and encourages filmmakers
to pay attention to comedy in their upcoming
productions. To that effect, there will be daily
screenings of international films representing
significant models from this genre.

S

Continuing its tradition of celebrating cinema
pioneers in the Kingdom and the Arabian Gulf
region and highlighting their journeys and

achievements, this edition of the festival honors
Saudi filmmaker Saleh Al-Fawzan and Bahraini

scriptwriter and film critic Amin Saleh.

This festival edition comprises re-structured film
and script competitions with more categories,
presenting 20 awards for film competitions, 6
prizes for the unproduced script competition, and
6 grants for production market projects.

The nominated entries in the 5 competitions will
compete for 8 feature film awards, 7 short film
awards, and 4 awards in the documentary film
competition. This is in addition to a special award

presented to a film from the Arabian Gulf region.



Cinema Industry Experts are Leading the Committees at
the Saudi Film Festival

From the beginning, the «Saudi Film Festival» has sought to renew and diversify the selection of judges in the jury committees and attract various Arab and

international professionals to develop and refine Saudi cinema, in addition to keeping abreast of developments and creating committees according to the

needs of this promising market. Over the course of the eight previous editions, both filmmakers and cinema lovers expressed awe and admiration over the
jury committees’ formations which consistently included shining cinematic figures and outstanding filmmakers who are experts in their field, which made the

festival, set to launch its ninth edition this evening, a significant event in terms of quantity and quality.

Since the festival's inception in 2008 until the current edition, nearly 100 professionals have participated in the competitions’ jury committees. The number
differed from season to season, as the eighth edition included nine judges in four jury committees, while the current ninth edition boasts five jury committees

comprising twelve jury members, all of the highest caliber in their fields. Among them are producers, directors, writers, academics, and actors participating in

the Feature Narrative Films Jury, the Short Films Jury, the Documentary Films Jury, the Unproduced Script Jury, and the Production Market Projects Jury.

Feature Films

The Feature Film Jury is led by French producer
Daniel Ziskind, who has 40 years of experience in
the film industry and was a producer on the film
«Yacoubian Building» directed by Marwan Hamed.
Other members include Tunisian producer Dora
Bouchoucha, who chaired the Carthage Film
Festival and produced and co-produced many
award-winning documentaries, short films, and
narrative films, and Saudi filmmaker and actor
Hisham Fageeh, who started his careerin 2011 as a
comedian and served as Head of Contentat TV 11
and Director of Media Initiative at the Middle East
Media Initiative (MEMI) at the School of Cinematic
Arts at the University of Southern California.

Short Films

The jury of the Short Film competition is headed
by the Moroccan academic and filmmaker Dr.
Hammadi Gueroum, who is a professor of cinema
at Hassan Il University in Casablanca, founder and
director of the Rabat International Film Festival
for Author Cinema, director of the International
Forum for Cinema and Novel in Casablanca,
director of the International Forum for Cinema and
Human Rights, along with Karin Angela Schyle,
projects
who oversaw major international cinematic and

the German professional manager
cultural events for over 25 years and served as
the executive director of two editions of the Arab
Film Festival in Berlin, and the Saudi actress Adwa
Fahad, who played leading roles in many feature
and short films, along with her participation in a

number of television series.

Documentary Films

As forthe jury of the Documentary Film competition,
itis chaired by the Iraqifilmmaker, Maysoon Pachachi,
who directed many documentary films that focus on
the lives of women in the Middle East. She taught
film directing and editing in the United Kingdom
and Palestine and participated in the establishment
of a free film training center in Baghdad.

OthermembersofthejuryincludetheSaudifilmmaker
and documentary film producer, Abdulrahman

Market Projects Jury
Edouard Waintrop

Hoad o the Jury - France

‘Abdulrahman Sandoki

Jury Member - Saud

Short Film Jury
Hammadi Gueroum
Head of the Jury - Morocco

Sandokji, who is a graduate of King Fahd University
of Petroleum and Minerals in Industrial Engineering
and has directed and produced many television
programs, advertisements, and documentary
films that have won awards in many film festivals
and garnered millions of views and local and
international screenings. The jury also includes
the Pakistani writer, director, and producer, Sabiha
Sumar, who was awarded the French Order of Arts
and Letters by the French Ministry of Culture and has
made many narrative and documentary films that
have won several awards. She is a graduate of the
Sundance Institute and her work has been shown in
major film festivals. Her film, Silent Waters, won 17

international awards worldwide.

Unproduced Films

The head of the Unproduced Film jury is Jumana
Zahid, a Saudi producer and a founding member
of the Film Council under the Ministry of Culture.
She has contributed to the production of several
Saudifilms and served as a director of the scenario
development lab at the Red Sea International Film
Festival, where she contributed to the production
of several Saudi films, including «Carnival City
(2019)», «The Girls Who Burned the Night (2019)»
and «Zero Distance (2018)» movie.

Joining her on the committee is Saudi writer
and novelist Hana Hijazi, who has been writing
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Documentary film jury

Maysoon Pachachi

Head of the Jury - Iraq, United Kingdom

Documentary filv&r 3
Sabiha Sumar
Jury Member - Pakistaiii¥

www.saudifilmfestival.org gsmumsisez8

Unproduced Seript Jury
Hana Hijazi
Jury Member - Saudi Arabia

Unproduced Scriptdury »
Jumana Zahid
Head of the Jury - Saudi Arabia
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Short Film Jury--
Adhwa Fahad
Jury Member - Saudi Arabia

Short Film Jury
Karin Angela Schyle [y

Jury Member - Germany &

since 1987 and has produced a variety of literary
works including short stories, poetry, articles,
biographies, novels, and screenplays, some of
which have been translated into French; and
Saudi playwright and screenwriter Abbas Alhayek,
an accredited trainer in scenario and theatrical
writing at the Institute of Culture and Arts for
Training. He is also a founding member and editor-
in-chief of the online magazine «Samawrad.» He
has written several plays performed both inside
and outside the KSA and has also written several

movie scenarios.

Production Market Projects

The Production Market Projects committee was
formed under the leadership of the French film
critic and director Edouard Waintrop, who has
been the artistic director of the International Film
Festival of Fribourg in Switzerland since 2007.
The committee also includes Jordanian producer
and screenwriter Nadia Eliewat, who founded
the production company «Screen Project» in
Jordan and held the position of CEO and creative
producer at Ta Films, as well as Saudi film producer
Abdulrahman Khawj, who is a creative executive
director within the Netflix Local Language team in
the Middle East and North Africa region.

Abdu;ahmen khaw]
»
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Saudi Film Festival Releases 17 Books in its Ninth Edition

Believing in the role of knowledge in civilization, and the necessity of promoting and consolidating it, the Saudi Film Festival has adopted a regular program

for publishing books that deal with cinematic topics in a sustainable manner, organized by the Cinema Association, and in strategic partnership with the King
Abdulaziz Center for World Culture (Ithra), with the support of the Film Commission at the Ministry of Culture. The aim is to enrich the Saudi and Arab libraries

with specialized books in the world of the seventh art that many researchers, specialists, and enthusiasts consider to be scarce, if not rare and costly.
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Comedy Cinema

In its ninth edition, which kicks off on May 4th,
the festival will present a package of 17 cinema
books, including translated and authored works,
some of which deal with the festivals spotlight
program on «Comedy Cinema» and others in the
field of film industry, as well as a specialized study
that addresses the needs and desires of Saudi
cinema-goers. A group of Saudi and Arab cinema
researchers and specialists contributed to the
preparation, authoring, and translation of these
books. The following titles were included in these
books:

«Comedy Train» by the film writer Mohammed
Reza.

«Woody Allen: Laughter and Philosophy» by the
writer Amir Al-Omari.

«ltalian Laughter: The History and Art of Italian
Comedy» translated by Rashed Arfan.
Furthermore, in the history of Saudi cinema, film
critic Dr. Adel Khamees Al-Zahrani wrote his new
book «In Criticism of Cinema: Intersections of
Cinema, Literature, and Philosophy.» Egyptian
«Saudi

Cinema: A Historical Critical Reading», and writer

critic Essam Zakaria also presented

Hassan Al-Hajily wrote «The Road to Universal
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Cinema: Luis Bunuebs Cinema as a Model,»
while film specialist and writer Maher Mansour
presented his first book in the «Crossing to the
Screen» series titled «The King-Principle,» which
discusses the basic documents that a screenwriter
needs to be the best narrator of his story.
From another perspective, the distinguished
screenwriter and honored at the 9th Saudi Film
Festival, Amin Saleh, chose the late international
director Jean-Luc Godard to presenta book about
his career and life titled «Jean-Luc Godard: Before
the Name ... Before the Language». Meanwhile, the
academic and poet residing in Spain, Abdulhadi
Al-Sadoun, chose the director Pedro Almodovar
to be the subject of his book specialized in the
works of this Spanish director, whose films have
influenced the global film industry. The book is
titted «Pedro Almodovars Cinema». Moroccan
film writer and academic Hamadi Kroum also
presented a distinguished book in the film
industry titled «The Art of Understanding Cinema
between Language and Theory.»

Translated books were also featured at the
festival. Saudi writer and translator Radi Al-Nimasi
showcased a collection of selected dialogues
titled «The Pre-Final Stare: Global Dialogues in
Cineman», while Tunisian translator Monir Al-Aleimi

www.saudifilmfestival.org

presented dialogues selected for international
director Andrei Tarkovsky, titled «The Poet in His
Mirror». Additionally, in the realm of poetic cinema,
poet and translator Moaz Majed presented a book
titled «Cinema in search of Poetry», a collection of
specialized studies presented and collected by
writer Nadia Cohen.»

The festivabs publications aimed to enrich the film
library with literature on documentary cinema,
aiming to uplift the knowledge of filmmakers. To
accomplish this, Tunisian film specialist Ahmed Al-
Qasmi was commissioned to write a book entitled
«The Documentary Film - In the Aesthetics of
Creation and Acceptance: Pioneering Global
Experiences».

The festival has also released a printed study titled
«Study of the Needs, Desires, and Understanding
of Cinema and Platforms Behaviors in Saudi
Arabia,» which was supervised and prepared by
Saudi film director Mamdouh Salem Baajajah.
As customary in the annual festival, books are
presented featuring biographies of the honored
individuals of the year. This yeans honorees
include Saleh Al-Fawzan, a renowned Saudi
Producer, and Amin Saleh, a celebrated film writer

from Bahrain.
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By: Gigi Hozimah

Philosophy in «That
Abandoned Place»

My film «That Abandoned Place» is
a quiet, reflective picture about a
woman dealing with her thoughts
and emotions after attempting
suicide.ltisnotastorythatfocuseson
the events which could have driven
her to this action, but instead on
how she justifies living or not living.
It is a story of still contemplation.
Can she find purpose in love? Her
relationships? In her work? Does
that alone make living worthwhile?
«That Abandoned Place» is a very
personal and honest film in which |
question the audience>s innermost
thoughts about a basic existential
idea - why are we here? Like many
great films in philosophical cinema,
| never answer that question. Time
cannot even answer that question,
and therefore in this film time does
not exist. Life is an absurdity, and like
«That Abandoned Place,» both are
about coming from the unknown,
trying to put pieces together,
existing as imperfect, and finally
questioning our choices, hopefully
unconditioned from others»
expectations. Film is the medium
for such ambiguous complexities
of human nature to be freely thrust
into focus, regardless of plot and
narrative.

My purpose is that the audience
can have the opportunity to truly
experience something meaningful
- sometimes uncomfortable and
perhaps sometimes even painful. In
struggle and loneliness, the cinema
is an outlet and a home to examine
our nature and the world around us.
Aworld that, sadly, continues without
our consideration. As a filmmaker
«That Abandoned Place» is my way
of saying «you are not alone.»

Gigi Hozimabh is a filmmaker and
director born in Mecca, Saudi Arabia.

The 9th Saudi Film Festival Celebrates the
Achievements of Al-Fawzan and Saleh

Saleh Al-Fawzan

This year, the Saudi Film Festival honors two
pioneering personalities from the Saudi and
Arabian Gulf art scenes; the Saudi filmmaker
Saleh Al-Fawzan, and the Bahraini scriptwriter
and film critic Amin Saleh.

The honorees are expected to take the stage
of honor in the ninth edition of the festival,
which starts today, May 4th , and continues
until the 11th.

Saleh Al-Fawzan

Saleh Al-Fawzan is a renowned cinematographer
who has been a prominent figure in the film
industry since 1986. Born in Riyadh in February
195 and an immigrant since 1986, he worked
as a producer in Egyptian cinema from 1986 to
1997. During this period, he produced 34 feature
films through Shamel Productions, a company he
founded in the mid-1980s for artistic production
and distribution in Saudi Arabia, based in Riyadh,
with branches in the western, eastern, and southern
areas. Hundreds of Egyptian, American, and Indian
films were distributed during his management of
the company between 1986 and 1997.

Al-Fawzanss impressive career in the film industry
has seen him participate in the production of the
Tunisian-French-Belgian film “Qauail Alrumman
(LES SIESTES GRENADINES),1999". He also worked
as a training assistant director for the same movie.
Al-Fawzan studied dramatic construction and
scriptwriting in two courses in 1996 and 1997 in
Brussels, Belgium. From 1998 to 2001, he spent his
fulltime in Beirut studying film directing. He worked
as a visiting lecturer in some universities between
2007 and 2009. He won more than 30 Arab and
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Amin Saleh

international awards, most notably the North
Award for Supporting Southern Films presented by
the French Film Center as a «screenwriter» and the
Medal of Honor Award at Nantes in 2000.

He founded the Fawzan Film Foundation in Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia in 1998 in an attempt to produce
Saudi cinema, and the first project was the film

Years of Mercy, which has not been filmed to date.

Amin Saleh

Amin Saleh, born in the Kingdom of Bahrain in
1950, is a writer, screenwriter, playwright, literary
critic, poet, novelist, and translator. He began his
literary career in 1973, when he published his first
collection of short stories, «Here is the Rose.» He
then published his second collection, «Butterflies.»
Saleh is considered one of the first translators in
Bahrain, having translated many world literary and
cinematic works into Arabic, including «Destructive
Cinema» by Amos Vogel and «Sculpting in Time»
by Tarkovsky. Additionally, some of his own stories
have been translated into foreign languages. He
has written about twenty screenplays for television
series and seven screenplays for dramatic films. His
film «The Barrier» is considered the first feature-
length narrative film in Bahrain. In 2007, he was
honored with the Order of Merit, First Class, from
His Majesty the King of Bahrain. In 2008, he was
selected as the head of the jury for the first edition
of the Saudi Film Festival. Saleh is a member of the
Writers and Authors Society in Bahrain, a member
of Awal Theatre, and a member of the Bahrain
Cinema Club.

It is worth noting that the 9th edition of the
Saudi Film Festival is organized by the Cinema
Association, in strategic partnership with the King
Abdulaziz Center for World Culture (Ithra), and with
the support of the Film Commission at the Ministry

of Culture.
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